10/16/84 


Editor 

Washington Post 
1150 15 Sto, NW 
Washington, D.C* 20005 

Bear Editor, 

If the u eagan administration caretfj at all about litigating costs "at the tax- 
payers expense "(Post, 10/16/84, "Administration Targets Legal Pee Awards") it would 
not have incurred millions of dollars of costs to the taxpayers - much, much more 
than it has been required to pay to the lawyers of successful plaintiffs* 

My experience is extensive but is limited to the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA)* In my many FOIA lawsuits, all forced to litigation by the government’s 
determined violations of the law and all lost in varying degrees by the government, 
its litigating costs greatly exceeded mine* The cost to the taxpayers thus is the 
direct responsibility of the government and is enormously greater than the awards 
of the courts to plaintiff A 1 counsel* 

While all administrations , fearing embarrassment from disclosure of what the 
law says the people have a right to know, have been in deliberate violation of 
FOIA, none has gone to the extVbmes practised by the at eagan administration* There 
is no limit to its abuses of litigants and their counsel, no burden it will not 
create for the courts, no dirty trick too^lirty for it, and in none of this has it 
had any concern for "the taxpayers expense*" 

V 

If private citizens were to misbehave before the courts as it has never failed 
to misbe^Hve in any of my cases we would be subject to criminal prosecution* 

There is so much totally unnecessary litigation forced by the government in 
its efforts to rewrite in the courts the laws it does not like it is a practical 
impossibility for the press to even be informed, leave alone report on these cases* 
Aside from the enormous and unreported costs in money there is a greater cost, 
the cost of the violation of rights and of subverting the courts whose constitutional 
independence in undermined by official misrepresentations* With ^eagan activists now 
sitting as judges, all litigating costs, reported and unreported, are escalating. 


Sincerely, 


Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 
Frederick, MD 21701 



